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Convention assembled, in 1776, except wherein they have been
subject to subsequent alteration and amendment,—scme of the
highest powers of Sovereignty, such as the war, peace, and trea-
ty making powers &c.; the State exerciscs, through lier represen-
tatives in the Congress of the United States, in conjunction with
the representatives of the other states of the Union, according
to the provisions of the Consiitution of the United States.
"Rut there are powers of Sovereignty inherent in "the mass of
People, in every Republican Government, and which are ot
granted to the discretion of the ordinary Legislature,—'These
~are the highest rights and powers of sell government; the right
to dissolve the existing form of goverament, and to create a
new one, of essential different features, and character. And!is
‘ot this the highest of all sovercign powers, the very one syp-
posed to bave been exercised by the General Assembly of Ma-
ryland in the supposcd Cession? | B
That act, propesed aund professed, in the most unrescrved
- and unquallified terms, to cede to the Congress and government,
of the United States ¢“in full and absolute right and exclusive
jurisdiction, as well of soil as of persons residing or to reside
thereon” a;portion of the undisputed terrilory of Maryland,
inl:abited by citizens of the State of Maryland, inhabited by a
portion of the people who were bound together under a common
government, under a social compact, aud entitled to all the
rights, privileges, and immunities of citizens of JlIaryfand.—-tfhis
portion of the citizens of Maryland, were, by the supposed C'Fs-
sion, placed under a jurisdiction foreign as to them;—and undes
the power of a ¢“Legislation so exclusive” that 't'l'xey themselyes
have had no voicein it. By the supposed Cession, they are de-
prived of the vight of sclf-government, of the right to partici-
‘pate, by represeptation, in the ‘making of laws which affcct
their lives, libcrties and property, and according to the con-
stiuction given by some to the terms “‘exclusive Legislation,””
" are subject to a pow:r absolucly despotic. | |
-~ Had the General Assembly a right to establish a despotism
over any portion of the citizens or territory of Maryland ¢ |1f
they could established a despotism over any portion, why not
over the entire State ?  If they could cede to another power tlie
full and absolute right, and exclusive jorisdiction as well of
soil, as of persons over a portion of Montgomery County why
could they not, in likc.manner, cede “‘full and absolute 'rigm,
aund exclusive jurisdiction” over the whole State ?  Tlie cqn-

mittee therefore cannotfind any thing in the nature of the du-



